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2008 Mason-Dixon Clash  

T he 2008 Mason-Dixon Clash 
was one of the best-attended 
ever! Like clockwork, the first 
cold front of the fall passed 

through central Virginia the week of the 
contest. On Thursday, clear, warm Indian 
summer weather meant that most con-
testants were able to arrive early and get 
some good practice in. A few even ar-
rived earlier the week; thanks to the CD, 
Chris Rudd, arriving on Monday the 
box was open three days in advance. 

Pilots practiced until darkness ended 
flying on Thursday, then everyone 
headed to Pino’s Italian Restaurant in 
downtown Farmville for refreshments 
and to catch up on old times. Participants 
came from as far away as Florida and 
even Canada!  

If Thursday was still summer, Friday 
morning was early winter, with tempera-
tures 30 degrees colder and a low, wet 
cloud layer covering the region. When 
forecast clearing of conditions did not 
materialize, CD Rudd wisely called off 
flying at noon, which made for an early 
gathering at the local pool hall and tradi-
tional Friday night dinner at the La Pa-
rota Grill in town. 

On Saturday, the weather once again 
played with forecasters, but this time to 
our advantage. Instead of scattered, lin-
gering showers, we awoke to a crisp, 
cloudless sky. The briefing was at 0800 
sharp and the first Intermediate planes 
were commanded by the Chief Judge, 
Bill Finagin , to launch at 0900, which 
they did to the second! It was obvious 
that pilots had come to fly. 

continued on pg. 3 

1st place winners in the IAC19 2008 Mason Dixon Clash, Farmville, VA,  
October 16th-19th. Left to right: Michael Davis ( Primary ), Luke Lee 
(Sportsman ), Rob Bond ( Unlimited ), Hella Comat ( Intermediate ), and Bill 
Finagin ( Advanced ). All pilots flew Pitts aircraft. Note windsock , indica-
tive of conditions that saw winds in the box in exc ess of 35 knots.  

Thanks to a crack group of judges 
and volunteers, all five categories made 
two flights by the late afternoon. A 
delay of one hour was necessary 
around lunchtime when low clouds 
passed through the area. Winds were 
the usual challenge at Farmville, how-
ever were almost aligned with the run-
way making for easier landings than in 
years past. Winds in the box were an-
other matter though, being estimated at 
35 knots most of the day. Fortunately 
they were aligned with the runway so 
box excursions were not as frequent.   

On Saturday evening, participants 
gathered at Charley’s Waterfront 
Café for adult beverages, a buffet din-
ner and several rounds of thanks from 

IAC19 organizers for the great support 
that everyone provided in making the 
contest a resounding success. 

The weather on Sunday morning 
was cool, but winds were low, allowing 
all categories to complete a third and 
final flight by 12:30. Awards were 
handed out and pilots departed to points 
north west and south. A list of all com-
petitors and more images from the con-
test are shown on pg. 3    

Special thanks go Ann Salcedo for 
her mastery as Volunteer Coordinator, to 
Registrar Mary Ann Taylor , Scorer 
Lynn Hillenbrand , Chief Judges Bill 
Finagin and Jim Wells, Technical In-
spector Michael Davis, Safety Coordina-
tor Jim Walker , host FBO managers 
Tommy and Kim Grimes as well as 
their excellent staff. The contest also 
enjoyed the support of sponsors Chris 
Rudd, Joe Warwick, SouthEast Aero 
and Hooker Harness. CD Chris Rudd 
was the lucky winner of a new aerobatic 
harness from Hooker, a fitting reward  to 
the one man who did so much behind the 
scenes to make the ‘08 Clash a winner. 

 IAC19 
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The View from Above  
Michael Davis, President 

 

W e had a good turnout for 
our September meeting/
practices.  The weather 
started off with fog but 

soon lifted to allow the box to be open.  
The meeting was about the up-coming 
Farmville contest and was short due to 
the efforts of the Mason-Dixon contest 
team.  Looks like most everything is 
taken care of and we are ready for an-
other fun filled weekend.  Hopefully the 
weather will be kind to us this year.   

Southeast Aero signed up to be a 
contest supporting sponsor and Joe War-
wick is donating the Trophies.  From 
what I am hearing there should be a 
good turnout.  If you have any questions, 
please let me know.  If you are not flying 
this year, please attend at least one day 
to help out.  We always need volunteers. 

We are thinking about having a 
judge’s school early 2009.  If this is 
something you would like to attend, 
please send me an E-mail so I can get an 

idea how many would attend.  I, myself, 
plan to attend a school next year and 
becoming a judge.  I had planned to 
attend more contests and becoming a 
judge this year but had some personal 
issues get in the way.  Next year looks 
like it will be wide open for me with 
little chance of things getting in the 
way.  Hopefully, members of IAC19 can 
attend more events in 2009.   

Having spent more than enough 
time with club business, we adjourned 
to the sound of Hubie Tolson and 
Goody Thomas arriving at Lumberton 
in their SU-31s.  They stopped by on 
their way to Nationals to practice in the 
box while waiting for hurricane Ike to 
get out of Texas.  It was a real treat to 
see their crisp flying.  Bryan Taylor 
had already taken his Giles to Texas 
before Ike arrived.  Hope she was in a 
strong hangar Bryan!  IAC19 wishes 
you guys luck at Nationals and wish we 
were there.   

The clouds were a little low, but 
the flying was great with no box incur-
sions by spam cans.  We missed those 
of you who couldn’t make it.  By 3:30 
passes were beginning to expire, we 
decided to call it a day. 

Remember to look for the newbie’s 
at the Mason-Dixon contest and intro-
duce yourself.  I went to the contest for 
many years before starting aerobatics 
and sat under a wing watching without a 
single person speaking too me.  IAC19 is 
not that way!  Just speaking to someone 
and giving a little time may change a life 
forever.   

As we approach our annual October 
contest, the last major event for the chap-
ter this year, let’s take a moment to re-
view where we are now.  What’s the best 
thing we did this year?  What’s the worst 
thing we did this year?  What has the 
chapter done for you and what have you 
done for the chapter?   

Did you like the monthly training/
critiquing at KLBT or did you like it bet-
ter when we had meetings at different 
events?  Should we have more social type 
events and weekend camps?  How can we 
keep our members involved, needed, nec-
essary and wanted?  Thank about these 
questions and send me an E-mail when 
you have answers.  Let’s keep IAC19 
growing! 

michael.davis@areva.com  
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Area Pilots Compete in Nationals 
 
The 2008 US National Aerobatics Championships, or 
“Nationals” for short, were held on September 21st-27th at 
the North Texas Regional Airport (KGYI) in Sherman/
Denison. IAC19’s own Bryan Taylor finished a strong 2nd 
in Intermediate in his Giles G-202. Bryan had only recently 
returned his pristine red-white-and-blue ship to the air after 
lengthy maintenance. Jim Wells, a regular at the Mason-
Dixon clash, finished 11th in the same category flying his 
Pitts S-2B. North Carolinian Hubie Tolson finished 3rd in 
Unlimited flying his Su-31 and was selected as a member of 
the 2008 US Unlimited Aerobatic Team that will compete 
at the 2009 World Aerobatic Championships, to be held in 
the United Kingdom on August 18-30. Goody Thomas fin-
ished 8th in Unlimited. Nationals judges who have helped at 
recent IAC19 contests included Jim Klick, Charlie Harri-
son, Randy Reinhardt, Doug Lovell, Greg Dungan. The 
Volunteer Coordinator was the VC from many past Mason-
Dixon Clashes, the lovely and vivacious Ann Salcedo.  
Congratulations to members and friends of IAC19 who par-
ticipated in this year’s Nationals. 

Hubie Tolson at the September 13th IAC19 practice ses-
sion in Lumberton, just prior to leaving for Nationals 
where he placed 3rd overall in Unlimited category. 
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Clockwise from above: IAC Great Tom Hanks  came all the way from San Diego; Hella Comat of Kitchener, On-
tario in her Pitts S-1T;  Steve Grohsmeyer , Unlimited pilot in his self-designed EigenHawk So lution; fellow 
Unlimited flyer Denny Thompson in his Zivko Edge 540; Unlimited pilot Kendal Simpson flew Erica’s  awesome 
Pitts S-2S. Below: Denny Thompson and Kendal Simpson depart in formation for home. 
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General Lee, your boy 
Bond from Knoxville flew 
well, for a Rebel that is. 

Clockwise from above: Contest winners 
bask in the sun; Daryl Jacobs , world’s 
hardest-working aerobatics photographer; 
Larry Macon and Mark Cassada , two former 
IAC19 officers enjoying the banquet Satur-
day at Charley’s.  

Above: Tom Hanks,  Kim and Tommy 
Grimes . Below: Mark Cassada’s Stearman 
below the low-hanging clouds Saturday. 

Below: Bryan Taylor, fresh from his 2nd Place Inter-
mediate finish at Nationals, arrives at Farmville in 
his Blue Emu Special. 
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Why, thank you 
General Grant. 
Your esteemed 
Admiral Finagin 
from Mary-Land 
faired well too, … 
for a Yankee. 

Above: Larry Bashore and Hella Comat with Hella’s S-
1T. Below:  Joseph Flood’s cute Piper Clipper.  

Above: Joseph Flood 
and son Jason. Left:  
Kendall Simpson, 
Wes Jones and Rob 
Bond. Below: Pat 
Hayes describes a 
new maneuver he just 
invented. 

Above: Jim Wells prepares for 
flight. Right:  Newcomer Bret 
Davenport flew well in his 
green and white Pitts S-1 with 
the see-through wheel pants. 
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IAC19’s Sponsors 

IAC19 thanks its 2008 sponsors for 
their support! 
  
· Chris & Mary Beth Rudd  
· Hilton Auction & Realty  
· Joe Warwick  
· Cecil Boyd  
· Bill Thomas  
· Bruce & Mickey’s  
· Clyde Wellons  
· Larry King & Associates  

It’s here! The 2009 Sky Surfers Calendar is available now. See iac.org for 
details. Sponsored by MX Aircraft . $12 per copy. Twelve awesome pic-
tures from aerobatics photographer Daryl Jacobs.  

Will Morey, Wes Jones and Bill Finagin depart Farmv ille in a 
powerful and colorful Pitts S-2 threesome. 
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IAC Chapter 19 Officers and Appointed Positions for  2008 
 
President     Michael Davis  434-251-9467 michael.davis@areva.com 
Vice-President     Jim Walker  919-349-0057 jwslim1@aol.com  
Secretary     Pat Hayes  919-605-4280 epat@us.ibm.com 
Judges School     Michael Davis  434-251-9467 michael.davis@areva.com 
Treasurer     Bryan Taylor  910-862-2980 RandTAviation@ec.rr.com 
Flight Advisor & Technical Coordinator  Pat Hayes  919-605-4280 epat@us.ibm.com 
Newsletter Editor  & Webmaster   Kent Misegades  919-303-8230  kmisegades@bellsouth.net 
Contest Director-Lumberton   Bryan Taylor  910-862-2980 RandTAviation@ec.rr.com 
Contest Director-Farmville   Chris Rudd  850-766-3756 akrudd@gmail.com 

Copyright 2008 by IAC Chapter 19. The Dixie Acro Flyer is the official newsletter of IAC Chapter 19, which meets on the second 
Saturday of each month at 10:00 AM at airports in the North Carolina region. The Dixie Acro Flyer is sent to all active chapter 
members. Membership rate is $25 annually, paid to the Treasurer, Bryan Taylor, 289 Turtle Cove Dr., Elizabethtown, NC, 28337. 
Newsletter contributions are welcome and may be sent to the Editor, Kent Misegades, 204 Parkmeadow Dr., Cary, NC 27519, 
kmisegades@bellsouth.net. Contributors agree to their work also being sent to IAC headquarters for publishing.   www.iac19.org 

Regional Aerobatic & Sport Aviation Events (IAC 19 Events in Red)    
 
Nov 6-8  IAC23 Fall Contest, Sebring Regional Airport (KSEF), www.iac23.com 
Nov 8  IAC19 Monthly Meeting, Your of MX Aircraft Facility, Wilkes County Airport (KUKF), 10-2 
Dec 13  IAC19 Monthly Meeting, Location and Program TBD 

IAC CHAPTER 19 NEWS       
 
Ann Salcedo writes: Anyone interested in running for Officer or Director to the IAC Board, please contact me. Up for re-election 
this term are three Director positions along with two Officer positions (President and Vice President). For further questions do not 
hesitate to contact me. Ann Salcedo, IAC Board, Nominations/Elections Chair  AnnSalcedoRN@aol.com 
 
Congratulations to aerobatic instructor and Mason-Dixon competitor Adam Cope on the birth of his first child!  Adam writes: I 
am excited to say that I had my boy earlier than expected. I'm sad to say that I won't be able to make it to the Farmville contest this 
year.  I hope everyone has a great time and Jackson (my new crew chief) and I will see everyone next season.  There are some pic-
tures on the following link for those that asked to see.    http://aerobaticman.tripod.com/id19.html      http://www.dcaerobatics.com 
 
Margaret Riddle writes: I'm sending this great big THANK YOU to the entire chapter because I want you to know how great some 
of your members have been to the Ninety-Nines. We held a Girl Scout aviation badge program on Saturday at JNX for 55 girls and 
about 20 adults with them. We had eleven airplanes furnished by members of the EAA 1114 and IAC 19 so that the girls could pre-
flight at least two different airplanes. My deepest appreciation to Charlie Davis, Adam Broome, Bob Rogers, Randall Robbins, 
Robert Smith, Chris McClure and Dwight Frye from the chapter and to Melvin Tyre, one of my former students who has an airplane 
hangared at JNX. I hope I haven't left anyone out.  The highlight of the day was an aerobatic demonstration by Randall Robbins in 
his Christen Eagle. What a joy it was to see those girls mesmerized by his flying. They got so excited they were jumping up and 
down. And at least two of the girls decided that they want to learn to fly. Thank all of you for helping me to show those girls that the 
sky has no limit AND THEY CAN DO ANYTHING THEY WANT TO ACHIEVE!  Margaret C. Riddle, ATP, CFI, CFII, MEI 
 
Michael Golan, creator of the popular (and free!) aerobatics software program OLAN writes: A demo of ONLINE OLAN is 
available here:  http://www.aerobatics.org.il/webolan/  Right now it is a demo-only. It is ugly. Please send any and all comments 
regarding the Beta, including any compatibility issues you have. 
 
Scott Keadle comments on his first experiences flying his Yak-55, recently acquired from fellow member Cecil Boyd:  My initial 
impression is that it has a lot of thrust and a lot of drag, which makes the speed more constant throughout the various maneuvers. It 
rolls a little slower than the Giles and the MXS, and about the same as the 300L. The propeller turning the wrong way is a little 
strange, and requires a little thought to recreate certain things, but after a couple of hours I have already pretty much gotten used to 
it and reversed everything in my head. It is well-behaved on the ground and easy to land. Cecil was very helpful with the  transition, 
and has taken excellent care of the airplane. I am looking forward to some serious, low-cost, and low-maintenance fun with this 
thing. My old hangar-mate, Roger Marshall, has a 55M, and used to fly with the Red Baron formation team. He and I are planning 
to do some formation flying as soon as I get comfortable with the airplane, and that too, should be a lot of fun.  

www.iac19.org 
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Zivko Edge 540 
 

Manufacturer: Zivko Aeronautics, Inc., Guthrie, OK 

Engine: Lycoming IO-540 producing 327+ HP 

Roll Rate: 420 degrees / second 

Climb rate: 3,700 feet/min 

Empty weight: 1,155 lbs 

Max gross weight (aerobatic): 1,550 lbs 

Fuel capacity (fuselage tank): 19 gallons 

Fuel capacity (wing tank): 44 gallons 

Vne: 265 mph 

Vs: 58 mph 

Wingspan: 24.4’ 

Length: 20.7’ 

IAC 19’s Next Event  
When:  November 8th, 2008  
Where:  Wilkes County, NC Airport (KUKF)  
What:  IAC19 Meeting & Lunch, 10-2  
Program:  Visit MX Aircraft Facility  
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Denny Thompson’s Zivko Edge 540 in Farmville.  
Image courtesy Daryl Jacobs.  

Clockwise from above: Will Morey prepares 
for flight; Saturday morning briefing  at 8 
O’clock sharp; the unmistakable Charlie 
Schwenker ; “Team Buzzard”, Craig Wisman 
and Larry Bashore , launch for home; Eno 
Award  recipient Harold Klick. 


