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They're here! -The2009 IAC Known programs are now available in the “Members” sectibwww.IAC.org. Whether you are a
competitor, plan to be one in the future, or a jnterested in sport aerobatics, a review offithee Known programs for the com-
ing year is sure to get your hands and feet mowiying to perfect the stick-and-rudder inputs tht be needed to fly these se-
guences. For those new to aerobatics, see httpatigabegin/figures.html for an excellent summafyhe Aresti symbols. IAC19 is
tentatively planning anothdudges Training Courseover the winter; so stay tuned for details. Thiarse is a great way to learn
more about the sport and will help the Chapter lmvadequate supply of qualified judges for ow amnual contests, tt@aro-
lina Boogie(May 14-17 at KLBT) and thMason-Dixon Clash (Oct. 8-11 at KFVX).IAC19
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The View from Above
Michael Davis, President

along the way. | want to personally teers...we need to change that. Large or
thank everyone for the assistance, guid- small, we need your help in 2009, so
ance, help, advice and friendship they please let us know you are willing to help
have provided me throughout the past via volunteering next year.

year. Keep up the good work! You | would also like to mention the fact

have made Chapter 19 such a great that we lost some very dear friends to our
organization to belong to through your sport in 2008. One great thing about

hard work and dedication. IAC is the close friendships that we build

After the Holiday season is over it throughout the years of sharing a passion
will be time to set your goals for next few understand. | have to say that my
year and time to set Chapter 19 goals friends | fly with are as close as family
for next year. Please send any sugges members. They have touched my life and
tions you have to the elected officers. changed me forever. It's not what you
This said, once again, we have come tc gather but what you scatter that tells
the time of year when we must elect what kind of life a person lived and |
new officers. would have to say they lived a very grati-

We are very fortunate to have been fying life and | know they are now in a
served so well by the incumbents, and very wonderful place. As was said in the
we seek equally high caliber candidates movie Cloud Dancer — they are truly
to serve next year. Our IAC Chapter is flying unlimited now. Please join me by
vibrant and thriving thanks to the ef- praying for the comfort of their families
forts of the people who participate in its during the holidays and for the healing of
have any newsworthy experiences to re- leadership and membership. We_en— their hearts.
port please send them to Kent. courage you to apply by_nommatlng u .

The 2008 IAC19 Calendar thanks to your_self or someone you thlnk would QO Let us endeayor so to live that
the job well, by the deadline for nomi- when we come to die even the undertaker
nations, December 19thlf you have a  will be sorry.” — Mark Twain
nomination for President, Vice-

President, Secretary, Treasurer or

Flight Advisor & Technical Coordina- Thank you all for allowing me to

tor please send to Kent Misegades serve you during 2008; it has been a re-
(home/office tel. 919-303-8230 or by warding experience! Happy Holidays
email to kmisegades@bellsouth.net).  and | hope to see you all soon!

Now that we are in the holiday
season and winter weather it's time to
contemplate the last year, think about
the upcoming year and get your ride
ready for 2009. The Chapter has grea
plans for 2009, but the only way the

he holiday season is upon us,

and 2008 is drawing to a

close. It's hard to believe it's

the end of the year already.
What a year it has been! When | think
back on all we accomplished this past
year, | am amazed!

We started the year with thé' &ver
Carolina Boogie, a huge success with
lots of fun, food (great BBQ) and friend-
ship. We had an amazing Mason-Dixon
contest. Great monthly meetings and
practice at our new box in Lumberton,
NC. The many excellent articles written
for the IAC19 newsletter and the great
IAC19 website with our many new spon-
sors (thanks to Kent Misegades). If you

Kent Misegades and Daryl Jacobs.
Don't forget to order your 2009 Calen-
darl Record number of new members
joined this year. In these hard times
when many Chapters around the country
are shrinking, it's great to see our Chap-

ter growing! Welcome to all who joined

us in the past year.

None of these events would have
been possible without VOLUNTEERS!
In some cases these volunteers were
Chapter officers, but in many cases they
were members, family or just friends.
While there are just too many names to . o
list | want to express my gratitude to all year will be a Success Is with your help.
who made 2008 such a huge success It is hard work putting on all these
THANK YOU VERY MUCHI!I events, unfortunately most of the work

Thanks to the officers and members S€€MS 10 g€t done by the same volu
who contributed to keeping the Chapter
going, fun, growing, organized and valu-
able to belong too. -

With Thanksgiving behind us and |
more holidays on the way, our attention
becomes less on flying and more on fam
ily, friends and festivities. This is also

about our accomplishments for the past@s
year, our goals for the coming year and | =
pay thanks to those who have helped us
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2009 IAC Powered Known Programs
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Dick and Dan Rihn
Renaissance Men

nyone who has been involved

with the IAC since the 1970s

has probably come across the

names of Dick and Dan Rihn,
a father & son team that has contributed
greatly to the advancement of our sport.
The author had the pleasure to meet with
Dan Rihn and to correspond with both
gentlemen during the past two years.
Recently Dan kindly sent the following
details of his father’s rich aviation his-
tory.

Designer and son Dan Rihn congratulates father and builder Dick Rihn
My Dad, Richard Rihn, M.D., ©n the completion and first flight of Dick’s DR-107

started flying at the age of 18 while in

basic training. He had been drafted into ) . . . .
the Army but just missed D-Day, thank 2001) got involved in the IAC when time telling me of the wonderful time he

God. He decided to learn to fly in his off they came to watch me in my first con- is having flying this DR-107. | only wish

time, because he might not survive the test and had a great time. The next | could have designed it sooner so he
next few months. contest they attended my Dad flew in a could have had it for Unlimited competi-

When he returned from Wwil he rented Decathlon. tion. _

resumed his studies and became a physi- In March 1980 he bought an S-ZA _ You _C(_)ulgl write  a _book_ abOL_Jt

cian. He met my Mom while in medical and competed up through Advanced in him. This is just a tiny, tiny bit of his

school; she was a nurse at the hospi- it. He and my mother traveled all over accomplishments. He !s a true

tal. He also continued to pursue his pas- the west going to contests to- "Renaissance Man" and he is my hero!

sion for flying and got his Private Pilot gether. She is the_ only person I've ever Dan Rihn
rating. He and my mother married, he known to have knitted a sweater while
' riding in the front seat of a Pitts. In the “Renaissance Man” also describes

started his practice and they bought their \ ; ;
first airplane, a C-170 followed a C-172, late 1980's he bought a S-1T and beganDan Rihn, a man of many passions. As

then a C-182 and ultimately to fly in the Unlimited category. | think the son of a CFI, Dan got an early start in
a Cherokee 6. He also earned several that he and | are the only father and flying. In 1972, while still in high school,
ratings: Commercial, Instrument, CFI, SON team to compete against each otherhe bought a set of plans from Curtis Pitts
Multi Engine, and Glider. He retired at this level in IAC competitions. and began construction of his first plane,
from instructing aerobatics as a Master After he retired he built his DR- an S-1. At that time, the Pitts was the
CFI. He taught me to fly too. He bought 107 and helped me quite a bit by flying reigning world champion airplane in the
a J-3 Cub and started a glider club when the DR-109 to many airshows. One of Unlimited category. Dan built the Pitts
| was a teenager. We had a ton of fun the phqtos I'm most_proud of is the two while studying_aerqnautical quingering
together while he taught me to fly gliders of us in front of his completed DR- at Northrop University, completing it one
and the J-3. 107. How many guys can claim that year after graduation in 1978. The first

Dad was the President of the IAc their Dad built and flies their de- flight was made in silver, prior to paint-
during the 1990's and an IAC Board sign? He continues to fly his DR-107 ing the plane.

member for many years prior to that. He 2!l the time. He is going strong at 83
and my mother (who passed away in Y&&rS of age. He calls me all the

A man of many passions: Dan and his first construct ion, a scratch-built Pitts S-1 started in high scho ol. Wind

surfing in the Pacific and skiing in the Rockies. .
continued on pg. 5
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continued from pg. 4

Dan’s day job is as Chief Engineer, Advanced Design s at Northrop-
Grumman in Los Angeles. Above: Dan poses in front o  f the X-47B J-
UCAS mockup. The first flight for this advanced com bat UAV effort he
leads is slated for 2009.

Top: With son on a hiking trip.
Above: Dan is a black belt in Ka-

rate and Hapkido. Below: On a ver-
tical upline in the DR-109.

Above: Dan poses in front of his 2-seat DR-109. Bel ow: “WQ”, Dan’s
Schleicher ASW-20 at its home base, Hemet, CA in th e summer of 2005;
the snow-capped San Jacinto mountains in the backgr ound.

continued on pg. 6
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continued from pg. 5

Airport in Hemat, CA. A passionate

Gold badge with one diamond for
3,000 meter gain in altitude and a 30
km cross-country flight. He also ha
some ideas for a homebuilt motg
glider, which might one day result in al
affordable alternative to pilots willing
to build one of their own.

Dan Rihn’s professional career has
been no less illustrious than his expeli

S5 o @

ence as an aerobatic and sailplane pilpt
Above: Northrop’s stealthy “Tacit competitor, sport aircraft designer and
Blue”, one of Dan Rihn’s early pro- builder. Since graduating from college
jects as an engineer. It's now on he has worked for one company:
display at the USAF Museum in Northrop-Grumman. He has risen
Dayton, Ohio. through the ranks as an engineer, work-

. . ing on a variety of some of the most
Dan compet(_ed in IAC contests u_nt|I advanced military aircraft ever cont
1990, when an inner ear problem side- .o e0q These include the F/A-18, F-20,
lined him for a Whl|e. It was at this time  +,.it Blue (early stealth design), the B-
that he conceived the DR-107, or , bomber, the ATA, X-47A Pegasus
f

“OneDesign” as it is also known. Based ;4 tha X-47B UCAS. He is now Chie
on competitive sailing events using iden- gnoineer for the X-47B, an all-

tical, “One Design” boats, Dan designed .,\qsite  unmanned combat aircraft
an mrplang that could be_ constructed _for slated to make its first flight in 2009.

relatively little money using qr_ﬂy pasm Dan is the holder of several paten
tools, but would allow competition in all for his design work at Northrop and i
categories. He once commented that an Associate Fellow of the America
while he would have Ilked_to have owned Institute of Astronautics and Aeronau
one of the new composite monoplanes tics (AIAA). He is an A&P mechanic,
that wsere coming out at th_at time, he and holds Private Pilot, Instrument an
couldn’t afford them. He decided instead Commercial Certificates. When he's
to design an airplane comparable in per- not building stealthy unmanned jets qr

formance but for smaller budgets. ; ; )
What Dan and others leamed as aflylng his beloved ASW-20 above the

result of the One Design effort, was that
there are builders, and there are competi-
tive aerobatic pilots, but rarely are these
one in the same persons. Nevertheless
the airplane has done well in competi-
tions, as we saw at the 2008 “Carolina
Boogie” when Tom Horne finished first
in Intermediate flying his DR-107.

The success of the DR-107 lead to
calls for a two-seat version, resulting in
the DR-109. While Dan sold his original
single-place ship some years ago, he still
flies his DR-109 on occasi_o_n, although yneqe o gentlemen, Dick and Dan
he has retired from competition. In over Rihn, two true “Renaissance Men.”
twenty years of IAC activity, he won IAC19
numerous trophies for competition in all
categories including Unlimited and is
only one of 28 pilots to have received the
distinguished “All Nine Stars” Power
Achievement Awards from the IAC.

Having been taught by his father to
fly sailplanes as a teenager, it was only
natural that Dan turn to gliding in his
search for a new challenge in the air. In
2002 he acquired a German Schleiche
ASW-20 that is based at the Hemat-Ryan

(2]

T o Y

o

mountains to the east of Los Angeles,
Dan can be found hiking with his son,
wind surfing in the Pacific or skiing
'down a mountainside.

Where does he find the energy far
all of this? Perhaps it's due to his being
the holder of a 1st Degree Black Belt ip
Kempo Karate and a 3rd Degree Blagk
Belt in Hapkido!

Our sport is what it is today thanks
in part to the enthusiasm and tireless
efforts on behalf of others exhibited by

competitor, Dan has already earned|a

snhow-capped peaks of the San Jacinto

|IAC19’s Sponsors

IAC19 thanks its 2008 sponsors for
their support!

Chris & Mary Beth Rudd
Hilton Auction & Realty
Joe Warwick

Cecil Boyd

Bill Thomas

Bruce & Mickey’s

Clyde Wellons

Larry King & Associates
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IAC CHAPTER 19 NEWS—ORDER YOUR 2009 CALENDAR —see IAC19.0RG

The final regulations are out. The 180-day repack rule is effective on December 2@08. Link to the rule: http:
edocket.access.gpo.gov/2008/E8-27459.htm  Order your 2009 Sky Surfers Calendar Now! See deils at www.iac19.org

A recent thread on the Acro Explodéaerobaticsweb.org) sought to better quantify thenber of pilots currently registered in t
IAC, how many of these compete and in which categjoriere are a few of the figures provided by aasi sources. (The auth

~

can not guarantee accuracyfhere are currently 4,735 members in the IAC RoS&tieice a pilot may fly in more than one category

per year, the following list will sum to more thd89 (the total number of pilots that competed).e Tdllowing lists the number ¢

unique pilots that flew in each category in 2008mry: 97, Sportsman: 212, Intermediate: 113, Adbedl: 82, Unlimited: 50 Note

that the 499 grand total and the above list incduatth Power and Glider.

It's that time of the year again—nomination of IAC19 Officers for 2009! We encourage you to apply by nominating yourself or

someone you think would do the job well, by teadline for nominations, December 19th.If you have a nomination for Pre

dent, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer or Eliglvisor & Technical Coordinator please send toKilisegades (home/office

tel. 919-303-8230 or by email to kmisegades@betlsaat). Current Officers may be nominated fortaapterm of one year.

The search is over!lAC founding membeCecil Boyd, who recently sold hi¥ak-55 to fellow Chapter membe3cott Keadle is
the proud new co-owner adnother Yak! Cecil has taken a part ownership iN@k-52 based at th&anford Lee-County Airport.
He chose the Yak-52 due to its aerobatic capadsliind for its popularity among members ofReel Star Pilots AssociationHe
now joins IAC19 membeGrayson Galleher, another Yak-52 owne€ongratulations on the new wings, Cecil!

Bret Davenport departing Farmville in
his Pitts S-1S following the 2008 Ma-
son-Dixon Clash. Bret was recently
accepted into the Navy’s prestigious
Test Pilot School at NAS Patuxent
River (see story, pg. 8)

Regional Aerobatic & Sport Aviation Events (IAC 19 Events in Red)

Dec 13 IAC19 Monthly Meeting, Your of MX Aircraft Facility, Wilkes County Airport (KUKF), 10-2

IAC Chapter 19 Officers and Appointed Positions for 2008

President Michael Davis 434-251-9467 michasisi@areva.com
Vice-President Jim Walker 919-349-0057  jwsl@dol.com

Secretary Pat Hayes 919-605-4280 epat@usdom.c

Judges School Michael Davis 434-251-9467 nm@tHavis@areva.com
Treasurer Bryan Taylor 910-862-2980 RandTAem@ec.rr.com
Flight Advisor & Technical Coordinator Pat Hayes 919-605-4280 epat@us.ibm.com
Newsletter Editor & Webmaster Kent Misegades 9-903-8230  kmisegades@bellsouth.net
Contest Director-Lumberton Bryan Taylor 910-88B0 RandTAviation@ec.rr.com
Contest Director-Farmville Chris Rudd 850-76&87 akrudd@gmail.com

S1-

Copyright 2008 by IAC Chapter 1%he Dixie Acro Flyer is the official newsletter of IAC Chapter 19, whiateets on the second
Saturday of each month at 10:00 AM at airportshim North Carolina regioriThe Dixie Acro Flyer is sent to all active chapter
members. Membership rate is $25 annually, paidhéoTreasurer, Bryan Taylor, 289 Turtle Cove Driz&ethtown, NC, 28337.
Newsletter contributions are welcome and may be gerthe Editor, Kent Misegades, 204 Parkmeadow Dary, NC 27519,

kmisegades@bellsouth.net. Contributors agree fowwek also being sent to IAC headquarters forlighing. www.iac19.org
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IAC 19’s Next Event

When;

December 13th, 2008

Where: Wilkes County, NC Airport (KUKF)

What:

IAC19 Meeting & Lunch, 10-2

Program: Visit MX Aircraft Facility

Manufacturer:

Engine: Nonel!

Weight empty:

Weight. max in flight:
Maneuver Speed (Va): 228 km/h
Diving Speed (Vd): 320km/h
Max Lift/Drag Ratio at 107 km/h:
Min Descent Speed at 104 km/h:
Minimum Speed: 73 km/h

Swift S-1 Aerobatic Glider

Marga ski & Mys owski Aviation
Works, Bielsko-Bia a, Poland

Wing Area: 11.8 m?
Wing Aspect Ratio:

14.3
280 kg
390 kg

30.0
0.9m/s

Mason-Dixon Clash Competitor Bret Davenport
Accepted into Naval Test Pilot School

results of different aircraft while working
with many different pilots and engineers.
There are more academics than flying
though. | will have to do a lot of report

One of the most enthusiastic partici- availability issue and they had to cut Writing on my findings, along with math,
pants at the 2008 Mason-Dixon Clash half of the students out of the next three PhYSiCS, aircraft stability and control,
was Bret Davenport, who competed in classes. So therefore | ended up in theP€rformance, among other things. You

the Intermediate category in his green

Fixed wing curriculum. I'm still really

can read what each course entails along

and white Pitts S-1S. Bret, a colleague of excited as | enjoy new horizons and With more info about the school at

Steve Grohsmeyer (chief test pilot for
Boeing’s V-22 Osprey) at the NAS Patux-
ent River, recently reported on his accep-
tance into the Navy’s Test Pilot School,
and what this entails for him:

What does this mean?
Well...USNTPS usually has room for
about two civilian government employ-

fixed wing course will provide that.
As far as the class goes it is 10
months long. | will be in class 136

www.havair.navy.mil/lUSNTPS/; click on
the “main course”, not “short courses.”
Next year for me will be really busy

which means there have been 135and I will not have enough time to com-
classes since inception in 1945, This is Peté in any contests. The class is very
the same USNTPS that John Glenn, time consuming and is the opportunity of
Gene Cernan, Jim Lovell and every & lifetime, so therefore | will give myself
other Naval Astronaut have gone MO other option than to do well, thus no

through. | will be attending not as a

ees every class. A new class convenespilot but as an engineer. | will still be in
every February and every July. There areflight status, though, and will be flying

three curriculums at TPS: Rotary Wing,
Fixed Wing, and Systems Flight Test.
Being a Rotary Wing Aeromechanics
Flight Test Engineer, | would usually go
through the Rotary Wing course. How-

with military pilot (also students of the
school) in the T-38, T-6A Texan Il, F-
18B, DHC-2 Beaver, DHC-3 Otter and

even the X-26 Sail Plane. Engineers

typically get about 100-120 hours of

ever, TPS had to prematurely end the flight time. | will also fly other random

distractions like aerobatics. | will con-
tinue to fly my Pitts, just to keep it flying
and the engine turning but it will be lim-
ited to just putzing around; nothing too
extravagant.

Bret Davenport

Everyone at IAC19 wishes young
Bret Davenport great success at

service lives of five OH-6 helos due to aircraft as the course goes on but | don't YSNTPS. We look forward to learning
continuing mechanical and parts avail- know which ones yet. The main goal is oM him how all those (Ij|fferent planes
ability issues. This caused a huge aircraft to learn to test, evaluate and report the fly when we see him next!
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