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May Gathering 
MAFSAC 2007  

For our May meeting, members met 
at the 4th Annual Mid-Atlantic Fly In and 
Sport Aviation Convention (MAFSAC) 
in Lumberton, NC.  The following IAC 
Chapter 19 members attended on Satur-
day, May 19th:  Michael Davis, Terence 
McEnally, Larry Macon, Kent Mise-
gades, Eric Sandifer and Randall Rob-
bins with his son Jordan. While we were 
not allowed to practice aerobatics in 
Lumberton, the airshow featured some of 
the biggest names in the business includ-
ing Jim Leroy in his awesome Pitts Bull-
dog and the always popular Red Baron 
Pizza Team in their powerful Stearman. 
The pictures here show some of the sites 
from MAFSAC 2007. 
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IAC Chapter 19 headquarters at 
MAFSAC, Kent’s C-170, but no one 
is at home. 

Danny & Lori Bond with the Pitts 
S2B owned by Harold Click. 

Michael, Larry and Terence. 

Jim LeRoy warms up his Bulldog 
for another awesome performance. 

A very nice Citabria in a Super D 
paint scheme owed by John Clif-
ford, an IAC member. 

Above: Michael with his Pitts S-
1C “Little Rebel” that he built. 
Below: Larry’s T-shirt says it all. 
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The View from Above  
Larry Macon, President  
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W e are now in the begin-
ning weeks of a new aero-
batic flying season and it 
is refreshing to see the 

excitement, anticipation and sense of 
discovery that our new members are 
bringing to IAC Chapter 19.  Last month, 
our newsletter featured Bryan Taylor’s 
article on his first aerobatic contest at 
Keystone where he took third place in 
Sportsman and Adam Broome who is 
anxiously awaiting the birth of his new 
baby, a brand new Super Decathlon, 
painted in UNC Tarheels colors that his 
wife dearly loves.  The excitement that 
our new members bring is contagious 
and adds so much to our Chapter and to 
our sport of aerobatics.  

IAC Chapter 19 also has a rich heri-
tage with November 2007 being the 25th 
anniversary of our Chapter.  A review of 
early meeting minutes and newsletters 
provide some insight into our formative 
years.  Highlighted below are three of 
our early members that played a signifi-
cant role in getting our Chapter “off the 
ground” and gave us a firm foundation 
from which to build.     

Many of our current members 
know Charlie Harrison who has served 
as the Chief Judge for our IAC Chapter 
19 Mason-Dixon Clash for many years.  
What they may not know is that Charlie 
was one of the early members of our 
Chapter when he lived in Haw River, 
NC and he served as Contest Director, 
Secretary and Newsletter Editor for 
several years and competed in his Pitts 
S2A.  Charlie received national recog-
nition in 2005 by being awarded the 
IAC Harold E. Neumann Award in rec-
ognition of his outstanding contribu-
tions as a chief judge.  We are very 
proud of Charlie and his lovely wife, 
Nancy, for their continued dedication 
to our Chapter and our sport. 

Kenny York, of Ramseur, NC, was 
another of our early members.  I have 
known of Kenny, his family and their 
very active York Field grass airstrip for 
many years, as I was grew up near 
Ramseur, however, I never met Kenny 
until a couple of years ago.  In 2005, 
an article in the Asheboro Courier-
Tribune newspaper featured the York 
family flying tradition and Kenny’s 
most recent achievement of completing 
at least one flight per day for 366 con-
secutive days.  When you consider the 
weather in North Carolina that is quite 
an accomplishment.  During the early 
days of our Chapter, Kenny owned and 
competed in a Pitts.  Listening to his 
stories about mastering the Pitts was 
certainly a treat.  

Another legend of the early years of 
our Chapter was Bobby Cox and his 
famed “Cox Hawk”.  The “Cox Hawk” 
is one of the most beautiful airplanes you 
will ever see.  It is a bright red, single 
seat bi-wing with a 350 HP engine and 
elaborate artistic scenes painted on the 
wings.  Many of the early Chapter meet-
ings were held at Bobby’s Cox Field near 
Apex, NC.  Bobby has had several close 
calls during his flying career and to hear 
him speak of his flying experiences is 
always memorable.  Today, Bobby does 
much of his flying in a Super Cub that he 
built himself.    

New and lasting friendships with 
those who share the experience of aero-
batic flight are really what make our 
sport so special.  We are small in number 
when compared to the rest of the aviation 
community but the enthusiasm and cama-
raderie of aerobatic pilots is unequaled.  
We are the pilots who have not been sat-
isfied with the status quo of point to point 
flying and have taken the positive step to 
move our piloting skills to a higher level 
and to discover the outer operating limits 
of our aerobatic airplanes.  This pursuit 
has given each of us much satisfaction, a 
great sense of accomplishment and has 
made us safer, more competent pilots.     

We are proud of our IAC Chapter 19 
heritage and of our new members and 
now it is our turn to continue the tradi-
tion! 

See you inverted! 
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Two more of the airshow ships at MAFSAC 2007. Left:  a Globe GC-1B Swift Lopresti Fury with the letters  
“YIPPEE!” on the underside of the wings, seen at Su n ‘n Fun this spring. Right: and the venerable YAK- 55. 
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I  have started to look at ways to 
reduce the risk associated with fly-
ing aerobatics.  One of the obvious 
things to look at is the issue of head 

protection.  It seems that a helmet could 
be very helpful in the event of head strike 
due to canopy departure, bailout, or 
forced/bad landing.  While these may be 
remote risks, they are not zero.  In fact, 
Sean Tucker said his canopy struck his 
helmet twice when he released it to bail 
out and there is speculation that a depart-
ing canopy may have rendered Marta 
Meyer unconscious leading to her crash. 

All of this led me to investigate the 
various helmet options.  I have seen three 
options for head protection.  This first 
and most common helmet I have seen is 
the Gentex HGU-55 available from 
FlightSuits.com, which sells for approxi-
mately $1,000 depending greatly on op-
tions.  In the April 2006 issue of Sport 
Aerobatics, Spencer Suderman proposed 
using a converted Peltor G77 as a lower 
cost substitute.  These can be purchased 
at www.beasafepilot.com for $599.  The 
final solution I have seen is the use of the 
David Clark K10 helmet kit, Figure 2.  
This is basically a hard shell helmet that 
is used in conjunction with a standard 
David Clark headset.  A quick search 
shows a market price of about $345 for 
this kit without the headset.  If you al-
ready have a headset that will work with 
this helmet, then it can be significantly 
less expensive than the two dedicated 
helmets. 

With all of this in mind, I started to 
consider what option I would like to try.  
My main concerns were how the helmet 
would fit and clear the canopy in the rear 
seat of the Pitts and how distracting the 
added weight and size would be.  While I 
don’t mind paying $1,000 for a quality 
piece of protection equipment, the 
thought of getting a helmet and then hav-
ing it collect dust in the hangar because 
of fit/comfort issues was bothersome.  
With this in the back of my mind for the 
last contest season I noticed that there 
were some pretty decent BMX/
skateboard/roller blade type helmets 
available.  I started a search and found 
that a Bell Faction helmet was available 
at my local sporting goods store (Dick’s 
Sporting Goods) for $29.99.  I went and 
checked it out and thought, “I may be 
able to adapt this to fit my David Clark 

ANR headset” and at $30, figured I 
didn’t have much to lose. 

This helmet uses a hard Styrofoam 
liner with a 0.095” thick ABS plastic 
shell.  It comes with soft foam/fabric 
comfort liners that can be exchanged to 
adjust the fit.  Modifications I made to 
the helmet were to remove the liners 
and cut a grove in the Styrofoam to 
recess the headset band.  Then two 
round notches were removed from the 
shell to accommodate the headset ear 
cups. In the current configuration the 
headset is held in place with a plastic 
zip-tie so there is no hardware other 
than the headset inside the shell.  The 
entire modification took me slightly 
less than three hours.  If there is any 
interest I would be happy write a de-
tailed description of the conversion. 

I have had the chance to fly a few 
times with the helmet and have found it 
to be comfortable with no major issues.  
I am using my normal seating position 
and have found that the helmet does not 
contact the canopy even in hard pushes.  
However, I have noticed two limita-
tions.  When I tip my head back to look 
overhead, the back of the helmet con-
tacts the turtle-deck door and somewhat 
limits my sight picture.  The second 
limitation comes from trying to see 
over the edge of the canopy to see the 
box.  I used to tip my head to peek over 
the edge.  The helmet is too large to 
allow a decent view using this tech-
nique, but I have found that if I keep 
my head upright and just move it to the 
side I can still get a good view. 

Overall, I have been happy with 
this helmet conversion and its fit in the 
cockpit and I haven’t even noticed the 
added weight.  I plan to fly with it this 
season and further evaluate life with a 
helmet; based on this experience I may 
purchase one of the high-end units or 
keep this one. 

As I finish writing this I can’t help 
but think of this story.  While a friend 
and I were waiting to go through tech 
inspection at a car-racing event, requiring 
a Snell SA approved helmet, a competi-
tor in front of us was having some diffi-
culty.  He brought an old super cheap 
helmet and was complaining that they 
wouldn’t let him through tech.  My 
friend said, “If you have a $20 head, buy 
a $20 helmet.”  While I don’t think that 
this solution will offer the same protec-
tion as the dedicated helmet solutions, I 
believe that it is on par with the K10 and 
is probably sufficient for the most prob-
able head strikes that we face…but then 
again, maybe I just have a $30 head? 

Rob Bond 

Head Protection Options 
Rob Bond 

Figure 1: HGU-55 (red) and con-
verted Peltor (blue).  Photo cour-
tesy of beasafepilot.com  

Figure 2: David Clark K10 Helmet 
Kit.  Photo from 
www.DavidClark.com  

Figure 3: Bell Faction converted to 
accept David Clark headset.  

Craig Wisman with helmet at the 
2006 Mason-Dixon Clash. 
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Acro Memories 
Garland O. Goodwin  

Editor’s note: Last month’s article from 
Garland Goodwin on Beverley Howard 
resulted in a few more interesting 
“memories”. 
 

Paul Mantz 
 
Here is a letter I sent to LOGBOOK 

magazine some time ago, that I think  
you might enjoy reading . . . 

I would like to offer some personal 
comments about legendary pilot Paul  
Mantz. He was usually referred to as the 
"Hollywood Stunt Pilot," but  there was a 
lot more to him than that. When I was 
learning to fly at San Diego, I made sev-
eral trips to Orange County [now John 
Wayne] airport, where Mantz kept his 
airplanes. I loved to walk among them 
because he had one of nearly every vin-
tage airplane I knew of! 

I was a new member of the San 
Diego chapter of the (then) Institute of  
the Aeronautical Sciences in the late 50s. 
We invited Mantz to be our guest speaker 
on several occasions, and he never disap-
pointed us. I always managed to stand 
near him during the happy hour before 
the meeting to listen to his stories that he 
shared with the more senior members, 
many of whom had flown combat mis-
sions during WWII. 

A student pilot myself, I hung onto 
his every word. Mantz said that before 
attempting a slow-roll at minimum alti-
tude over a runway, one should first be 
able to do 100 out of 100 rolls at a safe 
altitude without losing any altitude. He 
used the "early morning coastal fog," 
weather parlance for the thin layer of 
cloud that always formed just off the 
coast of Southern California every morn-
ing, to practice them. 

The P-51B Mustang he used for the 
Bendix races was faster than the later 
models fitted with the bubble canopy. 
Mantz said that when he settled into level 
flight for one race his airspeed was low, 
and he suspected that the main landing 
gear was not seated in the wells. Trouble 
with the sequence valves (that open the 
doors to let the gear in or out and then 
close) was common. Mantz lowered the 
gear part way and then put the gear han-
dle in the up position while pulling maxi-
mum positive Gs in a loop. That worked, 
for the airspeed then came up to his ex-
pectations and he won the race. 

Beverly Howard with the author’s 
children, Sharon (3) and Thomas 
(5), taken at Kitty Hawk in 1968. 

A young Air Corps Captain, who 
was a technical advisor on the film 
"Twelve O’clock High," when he heard 
how much money Mantz would be paid  
for belly landing a B-17, said, "Hell, 
I’ll do it for nothing! I’ve done that..." 
but Mantz shushed him quickly and 
went on to do the job. 

He said that he got the big bird on 
the ground okay but it began to slide 
off course. He then remembered that 
the wheels hang halfway out of the 
nacelles when retracted, so he tried the 
toe brake. Sure enough, the plane re-
sponded, and he was able to steer it to 
the desired impact point. 

Mantz told us that he spent many 
days plotting the curves and turn rates 
on a map to fly his Cinerama B-25 
through the Grand Canyon well below 
the rim. The film was thrilling, of 
course, but I admired his very smooth 
flying around those blind curves, barely 
missing the canyon walls left and right. 

Mantz acquired five or six 
LeRhône rotary engines still in cos-
moline in their overseas shipping crates 
from the WWI era. He brought one to 
San Diego, mounted on a test stand in 
the bed of a pickup truck, in order to 
run it for us. It did not have a propeller 
or test club on it, of course, since the 
entire engine turns and is flywheel 
enough! He said he would give an en-
gine to anyone who owned an original 
airplane that used that engine. 

We all gathered around the pickup 
in the parking lot, his mechanic primed 
a cylinder or two, and on signal from 
Mantz, reached up and grabbed a con-
necting rod and gave the engine a spin. 
Mantz was holding the "blip switch" 
and used it to keep the rpm down. It 
was a wonderful sound, as the engine 
would alternately rev up and cut off, 
and the smell of castor oil soon filled 
the air. 

Mantz was as good a storyteller as 
he was pilot. His program was usually 
given on "ladies night" when families 
were present for a dinner meeting. Mantz 
complained that we plied him with drinks 
and then expected him to keep his talk 
free of profanity (and worse.) He was an 
entertaining speaker; the laughter and 
applause dispelled any doubts about the 
propriety of his delivery. 

 
Beverly Howard 
 
I ran into Howard at the museum at 

Kitty Hawk after his performance there. I 
asked if he were not Bevo Howard, and 
he stuck out his hand and with a big grin 
said "Beverly Howard." I introduced 
myself and after some brief words of 
appreciation, asked if I might take his 
picture. He followed me to my car and 
camera, picked up my two kids, one on 
each arm, and smiled for the photo. I 
have always referred to him as BEV-
ERLY Howard, not Bevo, since that in-
troduction. 

I later learned from my first cousin, 
Lt Col Bryant H. Harrill (B-17, B-29 and 
B-36 pilot), that his dad, Charlie Harrill, 
was a friend of Beverly Howard, having 
repaired his airplane a number of times 
when he had made forced landings near 
Uncle Charlie's machine shop. Wish I 
had known that when I met Howard! But 
I could not have had a better reception. 
My PA-20 Pacer might have been parked 
near his Bucker at First Flight air strip 
had it not been in the shop at the time!  

Beverly Howard owned one of the 
contract schools that trained pilots for the 
Air Force during my term of service in 
the USAF. 

Thanks for publishing my remarks. 
You say some more "ol' fuddy-duddies" 
might be in agreement with me? Great! 
Would love to hear from them . . . 

Garland O. Goodwin 

Paul Mantz in the cockpit of his 
Cinerama B-25. 
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Editor’s Note: my good friend Jim 
Zazas is a true Renaissance man of the 
air: US Airways B-767 captain, warbird 
pilot, former airshow pilot, aircraft re-
storer, aviation author and teller of ae-
rial tales. He’s best known around his 
home base of Carthage, NC, as the 
owner of his award-winning Luscombe 
“Yellow Bird”. 

 

I  read the recent Luscombe Associa-
tion Newsletter (#187, March/April 
2007) with much interest, as it had 
an article near and dear to my heart 

– Luscombe Aerobatics. 
I say “near and dear” because many 

years ago, when I was a much younger, 
spirited individual (early to mid-
twenties) and full of “piss and vinegar,” I 
thought doing aerobatics in anything with 
wings was cool, macho and very excit-
ing, including aerobatics in my vener-
able, 1946 rag-wing Luscombe 8A. 
Given any day that was good enough for 
flying and not too turbulent was good 
enough to go aloft and practice loops, 
rolls and snap rolls in my “Carolina Ca-
nary.” 

At the time, I was flying some of 
Uncle Sam’s finest aircraft and taught 
aerobatics in my free time in an 8KCAB 
Decathlon and Super Decathlon. Addi-
tionally, I had my own glider aerobatic 
school not too far away. I spent a lot of 
time with students discussing accelera-
tion loads (G loads) on the airframe from 
a regulatory sense, G loads in still air, G 
loads in turbulent air, rolling or asym-
metrical G loads (awful stuff!), G loads 
from maneuvers taught and practiced 
properly, G loads from “botched maneu-
vers,” and so forth. I emphasized aero-
batic airplanes are designed to handle 
specific acceleration loads with certain 
margins of safety. Anything beyond 
those limits and the pilot becomes a “test 
pilot.” 

All lessons were designed and prac-
ticed to instill a keen sense of personal 
limitations and capabilities, harmonized 
with those of the aircraft being flown. 
Responsibility was a key element in all 
training. I wanted my students to feel 
comfortable to confess if they flew a 
botched maneuver or exceeded a limita-
tion. No harm was done if they admitted 
their mistakes. The mechanics and I 

No more loops, rolls and snap rolls 
in a Luscombe! 

Wake-up call #3 came not long af-
terwards. The (in) famous Luscombe 
wing AD came out requiring repetitive 
wing spar inspections for intergranular 
corrosion. Once again, I shuddered. 
Though my Luscombe’s wings are good, 
I wondered about the other Luscombes I 
had flown through aerobatics or that 
other folks had flown through aerobatics. 
I remember once holding an exfoliated 
section of a Luscombe wing spar and 
thinking, “What if…?” 

The last wake-up call was always 
there, but I never paid any heed. Ego, 
pride of ownership, and a belief I knew 
best hid the truth. 

Luscombes were NEVER ap-
proved for aerobatics! 

True, the Civil Aeronautics Admini-
stration (precursor to the FAA) issued a 
letter on December 22, 1947 sent to the 
Luscombe Airplane Corporation, Dallas, 
Texas, specifying “recommended entry 
speeds” for certain maneuvers for both 
the Luscombe 8A and 8E, but this letter 
was NEVER an approval for aerobatics 
in a Luscombe. This same letter stated 
“…it is considered reasonable to assume 
that the listed maneuvers can be executed 
safely, provided the recommended entry 
speeds are not exceeded.” 

This letter concluded with “…the 
load limit factors for operations for both 
the 8A and 8E airplanes are -2.2 to + 4.5 
G’s, which leaves a small margin of 
safety over accelerations encountered 
during the maneuvers.”  Usually, an 
aerobatic airplane’s approved minimum 
is -3.0 to +6.0 G’s. As far as I can deter-
mine, there is NO indication in the Type 
Certificate Data Sheet that any Luscombe 
model is approved for aerobatic maneu-
vers. 

In conclusion, I realize my airplane 
and I are aging. I don’t like to admit I’m 
getting older, or the muscles and joints 
ache more often, or I’m finding gray 
hairs where once there were none. Like-
wise, I know my beloved Luscombe is 
growing older, also. 

Therefore, out of respect for my own 
limitations, age and lack of aerobatic 
proficiency, and those of my venerable 
Luscombe 8A – it is a 61 ½ year old air-
plane – the only Luscombe aerobatics I’ll 
be doing is enjoy the fond memories and 
be thankful I am still around to share 
them. 

Happy flying, safely! 
Jim Zazas 

could undertake the necessary inspec-
tions. My biggest fear was the student 
that did not admit their error, however 
small, and the next pilot flying would 
not benefit from the airplane’s designed 
margin of safety. 

Aerobatics was in my blood! I flew 
weekend air shows in the Decathlon, a 
Grob G-103 Twin II Acro or L-13 
Blanik sailplane, or a Luscombe, 
mostly in my Luscombe. I thrilled at 
any opportunity to execute a flawless 
series of maneuvers before an admiring 
crowd. 

I was “on top” of my game, so-to-
speak. I was current in aerobatics and 
knew the G loads by feel. Furthermore, 
I exuded confidence, believing some-
what smugly that I understood fully my 
limitations and those of the aircraft I 
flew. I even replaced the vertical fin 
attach fitting, as required by an Airwor-
thiness Directive, and the front hori-
zontal stabilizer attach fitting, though 
not required. 

Little did I know how close I had 
come to disaster in my Luscombe! Four 
wake-up calls brought the truth home! 

Wake-up call #1 came from my 
good friend, Gar Williams. Anybody 
who knows Gar knows he is an extraor-
dinary Luscombe mechanic and re-
storer. 1n 1992, while he was undertak-
ing some landing gear repairs to my 
Luscombe, he discovered six elongated 
rivets on the bottom fuselage skins at 
bulkhead #7, the critical bulkhead that 
holds the vertical stabilizer and the 
horizontal stabilizer in place. Review-
ing this damage, which was hidden 
under two coats of yellow paint, we 
agreed I was very close to disaster. * 

No more air shows in a Lus-
combe! 

Wake-up call #2 came a couple 
years later while I was recovering both 
wings and adding a 12-gallon fuel tank 
to my Luscombe’s right wing. The 
wing recover allowed me closer inspec-
tion of the interior structure of both 
wings. As stout as these wings are, I 
shuddered to think of all the accelera-
tion loads the wing and cabin structure 
had endured during my forays into Lus-
combe aerobatics. While installing the 
wing tank and following the approved 
drawings, the numerous structural 
changes made me wonder about the 
acceleration load distribution through-
out the whole wing structure during 
any aerobatic maneuver. The elongated 
rivets were bad enough! 

Luscombe Aerobatics: 
Another Viewpoint 
Jim Zazas 
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Mike Davis writes: For anybody coming to the Danville, VA airshow on June 2-3, identified below are the times the airport will be 
closed on Saturday and Sunday, June 2-3, 2007, www.southsideskyfest.com/  
Saturday  6:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. - balloon launch 
Saturday  11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m and 1:45 p.m. - 4:15 p.m., morning teaser and air show 
Saturday  6:15 p.m. - 8:15 p.m. balloon launch 
Sunday  6:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. - balloon launch 
Sunday  1:45 p.m. - 4:15 p.m., air show, no morning teaser on Sunday and no Sunday evening balloon launch 
Chapter 19 will have an IAC static display.  After you land tell them you are there for IAC static and they will park you.  I will 
send another E-mail before the event.  Please contact me with any questions. Hope to see you there!  Michael Davis 

www.iac19.org 

Dennie Thompson’s  
Exciting Climbout 

 
Here are a few photos and a note 

from Kendal Simpson describing some 
excitement during our recent flight back 
from Sun-N-Fun. Dennie Thompson 

  
Hey all just a quick update.  Many of 

you know that Denny and I went to an 
acro training camp in Florida after Sun N 
Fun.  Denny flew down in the Edge and I 
picked up El Supremos S-2C down in 
Florida after Sun N Fun.  I got to fly the 
Pitts in the camp as long as I ferried his 
airplane back to NJ for him after it was 
over.   

Denny had a good week and made a 
lot of progress while I struggled with G 
tolerance after not having flown acro in 5 
months.  It was a great learning experi-
ence but I was hoping to be able to han-
dle more than I did.  We left for home 
yesterday morning and Denny was kind 
enough to throttle back and fly formation 
with me.  We had a good tail wind and 
were averaging 180 knots in smooth 
skies at 7500’ up the coast.  Our first fuel 
stop was Georgetown SC just south west 
of Myrtle Beach .  (not bad for a Pitts!!!) 

The local Southern boys hanging out 
at the airport were drooling all over the 
airplanes and were begging me to roll it 
on takeoff.  I said no way but the per-
formance of the airplane would be im-
pressive enough for them to enjoy.  
Denny took my wing and we blasted off 
in formation.  I lead a steep climb out off 
the end of the runway and made a sweep-
ing turn back to the North around the 
airport perimeter.   

A mile or so away from the airport I 
glanced over my shoulder and my wing-
man was gone.  Looked left then right 
again and no Denny.  Made a few radio 
calls on both frequencies to no avail.  I 
headed back to the airport and saw 

Denny rolling out on the runway and 
stopping off the side at the far end.  I 
landed behind him and from the at-
tached pictures you can see what I saw 
as I taxied up next to him.   

We all know how good of a pilot 
Denny is from watching him fly but 
this proves it one more time.  Not many 
people could do what he did yesterday.  
When his engine let go everyone at the 
airport thought we had a mid-air it was 
so loud.  It was a deafening explosion 
and instantly zero visibility out his can-
opy due to the oil.   

He broke formation and managed 
to dead stick it back to the runway 
without incident.  I don’t know how he 
did it from where we were when it hap-
pened.  There were a lot of trees down 
there and we weren’t that high.  He was 
throttled back to stay in formation with 

a Pitts topped off with fuel and two peo-
ple on board.   

As you can see, something in his 
engine let go with no warning what so 
ever.  It blew the rear cylinder right 
through the cowling and ripped the 
whole back of the case apart.  It was an 
expensive day for Denny and not a good 
way to start the competition season but 
we are all glad he landed safely.  Makes 
me think a lot more of the responsibility 
of being a flight lead.  If Denny hadn’t 
pulled off that miracle landing I would 
have blamed myself for the flight path 
we took and all the what ifs…….  I still 
don’t know how he did it but I’m glad he 
did.   

 Kendal Simpson 
  
Thank you to all who have expressed 

your concern.  Dennie 

Dennie Thompson surveys the damage to his Zivko 
Edge when a cylinder departed the engine.  
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IAC Chapter 19 Officers and Appointed Positions for  2006-2007 
 
President    Larry Macon  704-633-1152  larry.macon@invista.com  
Vice-President    Jim Walker  919-349-0057 jwslim1@aol.com  
Secretary    Michael Davis  434-251-9467 michael.davis@areva.com 
Judges School    Michael Davis  434-251-9467 michael.davis@areva.com 
Treasurer    Mark Cassada  919-644-0075 macassad@cisco.com  
Flight Advisor & Technical Coordinator Pat Hayes  919-605-4280 epat@us.ibm.com 
Newsletter Editor    Kent Misegades  919-303-8230  kmisegades@bellsouth.net 
Contest Director    Jim Walker  919-349-0057 jwslim1@aol.com  

Copyright 2007 by IAC Chapter 19. The Dixie Acro Flyer is the official newsletter of IAC Chapter 19, which meets on the second 
Saturday of each month at 10:00 AM at airports in the North Carolina region. The Dixie Acro Flyer is sent to all active chapter 
members. Membership rate is $25 annually, paid to the Treasurer, Mark Cassada, 3009 Rosena Ct., Hillsborough, NC, 27278. News-
letter contributions are welcome and may be sent to the Editor, Kent Misegades, 204 Parkmeadow Dr., Cary, NC 27519, kmise-
gades@bellsouth.net. Contributors agree to their work also being sent to IAC headquarters for publishing.   www.iac19.org 

Regional Aerobatic & Sport Aviation Events ( IAC 19 Events in Red )    
 
May 31-June 3 IAC3 Southeastern Aerobatic Championships at Tara Field/Clayton County Airport (4A7), GA, www.iac3.org 
June 1-3  IAC58 Maytown Contest, www.iac58.org  
June 2-3 IAC 19 static aircraft display, Southside Sky-Fest, Danville Regional Airport, www.southsideskyfest.com  
July 14  IAC 19 Fly-In, Aerobatics, Lunch, Johnston Cty., NC Airport (KJNX), Smithfield NC, 10-2 
July 23-29 EAA AirVenture 2007, Oshkosh, WI, www.airventure.org 
August 24-26 IAC 52 9th Annual Kathy Jaffe Challenge, Flying W Airport (N14), Lumberton, NJ, www.iac52.org 
Sept. 8  IAC 19 Fly-In, Aerobatics, Lunch, Rowan Cty. Airport (KRUQ), Salisbury NC, 10-2 
Sept. 7-9 IAC 11 Annual Aerobatics Contest, Warrenton Airport (W66), Warrenton, VA 
Sept. 23-29 U.S. Nationals Aerobatic Championship, Sherman, TX, www.usnationalaerobatics.org 
October 5-7 VAA 3 Fall Fly-In, Camden, SC Airport (CDN), Info: 843-753-7138, eiwilson@homexpressway.net 
October 18-21 IAC 19 Mason-Dixon Clash annual contest, Farmville, VA (FVX)  
 
Local airports with restaurants on or near the field: Gilliam-McConnell Airport (5NC3), Carthage, NC, Pik-n-Pig BBQ Restaurant; 
Blue Ridge (MTV), Martinsville, VA, Runway Cafe; Ocean Isle, NC; Ashe County (GEV), Jefferson, NC, Shatley Springs; Ruther-
ford County Marchman Field (FQD), Rutherfordton, NC, 57 Alpha Cafe; Hickory Airport (HKY), Hickory, NC, The Runway Café; 
Person County (TDF), Roxboro, NC, The Homestead; Stanton’s BBQ Airport, Gibson, NC, Stanton’s BBQ; Elizabethtown Curtis 
Brown Field (EYF), Elizabethtown, NC, Melvins;  Farmville Regional Airport (FVX), Farmville, VA, Prop n’ Club Grille; Ocra-
coke Island Airport (W53), Outer Banks, NC, Howard’s Pub 

Aerobatic / Spin / Upset Training Instruction & Par achute Packing  
 
Andover Flight Academy, Andover-Aeroflex Airport, Andover, NJ, Tel. 973-786-6554, www.andoverflight.com 
Bud Davisson, SportAERO, Phoenix, AZ, Tel. 602-971-3991, email: buddairbum@cox.net 
Bill Finagin, Dent-Air Ltd. , Lee Airport, Annapolis, MD, Tel. 410-956-0047, email wbfinagin@cs.com 
Keoki Gray, Amelia Island Aerobatics, Amelia Island, FL, ameliaislandaerobatics.com, Tel. 904-277-8451 
Rob Holland, www.aerial-advantage.com, Nashua, NH (603), 598-3180 
Azhar Husain, www.vansantairport.com/main.html, Erwinna, PA (610) 847-8320 
Greg Koontz, Greg Koontz Airshows, Ashville, AL, www.gkairshows.com, 205-616-8176 

Francis FJ Hale, Master Parachute Rigger, Raleigh, NC, 919-787-4965, foxtrot7@mindspring.com 

Chapter Members: please send recommendations for other instructors to the Newsletter Editor, Kent Misegades,  
kmisegades@bellsouth.net. Only those known and recommended by Chapter members will be accepted. 

www.iac19.org 
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IAC 19 Next Event  
When:  Sat. & Sun., June 2-3, 2007  
Where:  Danville, VA (KDVL)  
What:  Danville Skyfest, www.southsideskyfest.com  
Program:  IAC19 Aircraft Static Display at Airshow  

Longer Parachute Repacks on the Horizon 
  
Hayward, CA, 22 May 2007 —  Silver Parachute Sales & Service is spear-heading a multi-organizational effort to extend the repack 
cycle of emergency parachutes from 120 days to 180 days. A Notice of Proposed Rulemaking regarding the 180-day repack has just 
gone out for public comment. All pilots who use emergency parachutes are encouraged to comment on this NPRM.   Two years ago 
Allen Silver and Darrin Silver; working on behalf of the Parachute Industry Association & United States Parachute Association; peti-
tioned for an exemption to the 120-day repack cycle. “We're discovering that the newer parachute materials perform better when 
handled less frequently,” says Allen Silver, a master rigger with over 40 years experience in the field of parachutes. “Right now, 
twenty-five other countries safely use repack cycles of 180 days or longer.” In a letter dated August 10th 2005, the FAA stated that 
since such a large group was requesting the exemption, it would be appropriate to initiate a rule change project. This is good news 
for everyone who wears a parachute.  Darrin Silver notes, “In addition to the safety benefits, pilots will now see reduced mainte-
nance costs on their parachute equipment and can make it through an entire airshow or contest season without the downtime of hav-
ing a parachute repacked!” Comments regarding the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking [identified by Docket Number FAA–2005–
21829] may be sent using any of the following methods: DOT Docket Web site:  Go to http://dms.dot.gov and follow the instructions 
for sending comments electronically. Fax: 1–202–493–2251, Mail:  Docket Management Facility, U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE.  West Building, Ground Floor, Room W12–140 Washington, DC 20590–0001 
For additional information on the proposal to extend the parachute repack cycle to 180 days, contact Allen Silver at 510-785-7070 or 
visit www.SilverParachutes.com. 

Images from MAFSAC ‘07. Left: important detail on M ichael Davis’ 
Pitts S-2C. Right: jet truck with reheat resulted i n 350+ MPH. 


