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2006 Mason-Dixon Clash 
a Success in Spite Wind 

O ur 2006 IAC Chapter 19 aero-
batic contest has come to a 
close putting a cap on the 
2006 aerobatic competition 

season for most of us in the Northeast 
region.  Weather on Thursday was great 
and our competitors made this their day 
for arrival and practice as Friday was 
forecast to be overcast and raining.  
Upon arrival, most competitors, if not all, 
got a chance to practice in the newly 
marked aerobatic box.  Thursday night 
we gathered at the local Mexican restau-
rant; good food, good friends and exag-
gerations of our extraordinary flying 
abilities.   

Friday was a wash out as, true to 
forecast, rain moved in.  Some of our 
competitors decided to drive back home 
on Friday morning but most decided to 
“stick it out” for the duration.  The fore-
cast called for the clouds and rain to 
leave the area by noon on Saturday with 
high winds to follow, so we set our pilot 
briefing for 10:00AM.  Saturday brought 
clearing skies but winds were forecast to 
increase after the front moved through so 
we sent up a “dove”, Dave Underwood 
and Cynthia Lyons in their Extra 200, to 
determine the actual winds aloft.  The 
report came back, “good to go”, how-
ever, as we would soon find out, it would 
not take long for that report to change. 

We positioned our judges and 
boundary judges and blasted off with 

Andrew Godbold as our first Primary 
contestant in Rob Bond’s Pitts S2B 
with Rob along as the safety pilot.  It 
quickly became apparent that the winds 
aloft had increased to the point that 
staying in the box was almost impossi-
ble.  As Rob and Andrew came in for 
their landing, Rob reported that condi-
tions on landing were marginal.  Ron 
Stevens, our Safety Director, quickly 
convened our safety committee and the 
decision was made to bring the contest 
to a halt almost before it began.  Dave 
Brandon had already launched to be-
gin his Sportsman sequence but he was 
retrieved making a nice landing in his 
Pitts S2C.  It was a good call to halt the 
contest as the gusty winds continued to 
increase as the day progressed.  Where 
did all of that wind come from? 

Saturday afternoon was spent in a 
variety of activities.  Some went furni-
ture shopping, others to the billiards 
hall, others to the movies and some to 
their rooms.  All reconvened back at 
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Charlie’s Restaurant for our banquet on 
Saturday night.  As usual, Charlie’s did a 
great job and all seemed to enjoy our 
time together, even though there were no 
awards to present. 

Sunday was forecast to be clear skies 
with continued windy conditions so we 
set our pilot’s briefing for 6:30AM in 
hopes of getting at least one sequence in 
for everyone before the winds increased.  
This strategy worked as while the cross-
wind in the box was strong, the wind on 
landing was reasonably good for every-
one’s first flight.  So off we went with 
Sportsman, Primary, Intermediate and 
Unlimited.  With one flight “in the bag” 
we had a contest but most everyone was 
eager to fly again. 

As we prepared for the second flight, 
the winds once again began to quickly 
increase.   The strong winds and gusty 
conditions across the runway were again 
ruled as unsafe for aerobatic competition, 
so we called it a contest. 

continued on pg. 3 

The wind sock says it all. David Underwood’s / Cynt hia Lyon’s Extra 200 
and Rob Bond’s Pitts S-2B on the ramp at Farmville.  

Craig Wisman prepares for his 
turn in Sportsman Known, which 
he won, flying his Extra 300L. 
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The View from Above  
Larry Macon, President  

��������������������� ���

S eeing the aerobatic box from the 
air for the first time can be in-
timidating.  I have heard and 
have used the words “postage 

stamp” to describe the “box” size.  Actu-
ally the aerobatic box is 3300’ x 3300’ 
with the top at 3500’ AGL (3280’ for 
Unlimited) and the lower limit at 1500’ 
AGL for Primary and Sportsman, 1200’ 
AGL for Intermediate, 800’ AGL for Ad-
vanced and 328’ AGL for Unlimited.   

At 175 mph (15,400 feet per minute - 
cruise speed for some Pitts) it will take 
12.9 seconds to fly through the box so 
you can see there has to be considerable 
thought given to the positioning of se-
quence maneuvers to ensure that the box 
boundaries are not crossed and penalties 
accumulated.  Then there is the wind.  
Prior to flying your sequence in the box, 
you will need to take into consideration 
the wind on the day of your flight to de-
termine where to position each of your 
maneuvers.  Most sequences have cross 

box maneuvers to enable you to com-
pensate for cross box wind, so if this is 
the case in your sequence, use it wisely. 

So how do you prepare for flying 
in the box?  Occasionally, our IAC 
Sports Aerobatics magazine will have 
articles describing how to fly the 
Known Sportsman or Intermediate se-
quence.   These articles are very help-
ful.  Discussing your sequence with 
other more experienced acro pilots 
within your IAC Chapter can also be 
very helpful.  Use of a small model 
airplane to simulate your sequence in 
the box can help you get a visual im-
pression of what may be required to 
position your maneuvers appropriately.  
However, without a doubt, having 
someone on the ground critique and/or 
coach you while you fly your sequence 
is the best means to improve your acro 
flying.  Of course, the person providing 
the critique should be trained to ensure 
that the feedback is accurate and in a 
helpful format.  This person can also 
provide you with hints on presentation 
to the judges. 

Yes, judges.  Those three to five 
folks that will be watching and grading 
your every move in the box.  This is 
where the judge’s school becomes very 
helpful.  It is important for the acro 
pilot to be knowledgeable of the grad-

ing criteria being used by the judges.  An 
excellent way to achieve this is to attend 
a judge’s school.  Attending this school 
will not only make you a more knowl-
edgeable acro pilot, it will provide you 
with a basis to provide meaningful cri-
tique of the aerobatic maneuvers of fel-
low acro pilots during our Chapter prac-
tices throughout the year. 

Our Chapter plans to have a judge’s 
school this winter or early spring.  When 
we set the dates for our judge’s school, I 
hope you will consider attending so that 
you can learn more about judging and 
flying aerobatic maneuvers.  Your next 
step will be to assist judge at IAC sanc-
tioned aerobatic contests so that you can 
then become an official judge for our 
contests. 

While I realize that many of our 
Chapter members may not be very inter-
ested in actual competition, I believe 
most, if not all, would like to perform 
their recreation or competition aerobat-
ics as accurately and safely as possible.  
Consider attending a judge’s school and 
providing critique assistance to your 
fellow acro pilot.  They will return the 
favor and we all will benefit. 

Fly safe and have fun! 
 

�����������	
���
��������������	
���
��������������	
���
��������������	
���
���� ���

Yes, Judges.  At the 2006 Mason-Dixon Clash, judges  did an excellent job in spite of the incessant fri gid wind.  
In the picture above from Amanda Dalton, Chief Judg e Charlie Harrison and judges Dennis Thompson, Tom 
Hanks and Rob Bond are seen at work.  Other judges were Cynthia Lyons, David Underwood and Jim Wells.  
IAC 19 is planning a training course for judges in 2007, so please make plans to attend to better you own flying 
and help at future contests.  Thanks, Judges! 

Denny Thompson working as 
judge being assisted by Chris 
Rudd. 
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This year our contest was truly a 
multi-chapter support event.  Jim 
Walker  did a great job organizing the 
contest as Contest Director, Charlie 
Harrison once again performed the du-
ties of Chief Judge, Priss Bashore and 
Debby Wisman served as our Registrar 
and Scorekeeper, Mark Cassada pre-
pared the Registrar’s information prior to 
the contest, Michael Davis made major 
contributions by providing the aerobatic 
box marker material complete with land-
scaping timbers to hold them in place 
during the gale force winds plus he and 
his niece, Amanda Dalton,  provided 
invaluable assistance in putting out the 
chairs, tables, boundary markers and 
providing transportation to get folks in 
place in a timely manner.   

Pat Hayes provided support in a 
variety of functions.  Kent Misegades 
performed our Starter duties.  Ron Ste-
vens was our Safety Director and several 
of us performed the additional duties of 
Volunteer Coordinator, Runner, Unicom 
monitor, etc.  Tom Hanks, our past 
Chapter President, gets the award for the 

Andrew will be back to compete in fu-
ture contests, thanks to the efforts of Jim 
and Rob.  Keep’em coming! 

Thanks also go to Kim and Tommy 
Grimes, the FBO managers for Farm-
ville and their staff.  As usual, they did 
an excellent job of supporting us, open-
ing the restaurant for meals and making 
hanger space available for all of our 
toys!!  Our hats are off to you! 

Others that attended but did not 
compete were:  Karen Brandon, 
Rhonda Cassada, Ron Chadwick, 
Nancy Harrison, Johnny Hutchison, 
Ulli Misegades, Eric Sandifer, Steve 
Seidel, Ray Somerlock and Ron White.  
Steve Grohsmeyer’s efforts to attend 
were prevented by the weather. 

We all wish that the weather would 
have been better but we did have a suc-
cessful contest for everyone and all was 
conducted safely which is of utmost im-
portance. 

Hope to see you at our next contest! 
��������������������������������������������  

 

furthest distance traveled to attend the 
contest as he came in from California 
to provide judging assistance.  Our over 
worked judges; Rob Bond, Tom 
Hanks, Charlie Harrison, Cynthia 
Lyons, Dennis Thompson, David Un-
derwood and Jim Wells did a great 
job and never complained about their 
time on the line.  It was a truly team 
effort across chapter lines that made 
our 2006 contest a success.  Thanks to 
everyone for volunteering wherever 
needed and for having such a great 
attitude during our weather difficulties.  
We have a great group of folks!! 

Dennis Thompson in his beautiful 
and impressive Edge 540 provided us 
with a 4-minute free flight for enter-
tainment!  All I can say is WOW!! 

Jim Stasny, a long time friend of 
IAC Chapter 19, flew his Pitts S1 from 
Florida and brought along Chris Rudd, 
flying his new Pitts S1.  This was the 
first contest exposure for Chris.  Rob 
Bond also brought Andrew Godbold 
for his introduction to aerobatic contest 
flying.  I feel sure that both Chris and 

continued from pg. 1 

 

 

Mason-Dixon Clash, Farmville, VA   October 27-29, 2 006       

Contest Director - Jim Walker              

                  

Rank Pilot  Aircraft  Chapter    Rank Pilot  Aircraft  Chapter  

Primary        Intermediate      

1 Luke Lee  Pitts S2C 19   1 Larry Bashore  Staudacher S-600 58 

2 Andrew Godbold  Pitts S2B     2 Larry Macon  Pitts S2B 19 

          3 David Underwood  Extra 200 1 

Sportsman        4 Cynthia Lyons  Extra 200 1 

1 Craig Wisman  Extra 300L 58   5 Jim Wells  Pitts S2B 52 

2 Wes Jones  Pitts S2C 11           

3 David Brandon  Pitts S2C     Unlimited      

4 Ronald Stevens  Christen Eagle 11   1 Rob Bond  Pitts S2B   

5 Pat Hayes  Pitts S2E 19   2 Dennis Thompson  Edge 540 52 

6 Jim Stasny  Pitts S1             

Airplanes are pushed from hangars early Sunday morn ing under clear, crisp autumn skies. 
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Pictures from the 2006 Mason-Dixon Clash  October 2 7-29  Farmville, VA 

Dennis Thompson, Highbridge, NJ, Zivko Edge 240 
Wes Jones, Annapolis, MD,  

Pitts S-2C 

Pat Hayes, Pittsboro, NC  
Pitts S-2E 

Rob Bond, Knoxville, TN  
Pitts S-2B 

Mr. & Mrs. David Brandon, Anna-
polis, MD; Cynthia Lyons & David 

Underwood, Aurora, IL 
Pitts S-2C 

Larry Bashore, Mechanicsburg, PA, Staudacher 

Left: Jim Stasny, Jackson-
ville, FL, Pitts S-1C; Below 
left: Luke Lee, Jonesbor-
ough, TN, Pitts S-2C. Cynthia Lyons, Aurora, IL 

Extra 200 

Ron Stevens, Manassas, VA 
Christen Eagle 
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Pictures from the 2006 Mason-Dixon Clash  October 2 7-29  Farmville, VA 

Above: Rob Bond of Knoxville, TN, 
1st Place, Unlimited. Below: Den-
nis Thompson of Highbridge, NJ, 
2nd Place, Unlimited. 

Above: Larry Bashore of Mechan-
icsburg, PA, 1st Place, Intermedi-
ate. Below: Larry Macon of Salis-
bury, NC, 2nd Place, Intermediate. 

Above: David Underwood of 
Aurora, IL, 3rd Place, Intermedi-
ate.  

Above: Craig Wisman of Hum-
melstown, PA, 1st Place, Sports-
man. Below: Wes Jones of Anna-
polis, MD, 2nd Place, Sportsman. 

Above: David Brandon of Anna-
polis, MD, 3rd Place, Sportsman.  

Above: Luke Lee of Jonesbor-
ough, TN, 1st Place, Primary. Be-
low: Andrew Godbold, 2nd Place, 
Primary. This was Luke’s and 
Andy’s first competition and they 
did well, especially considering 
the winds. 

Above: Contest Director Jim 
Walker describes the days events 
to contest participants over dinner 
Saturday evening at Charlie’s res-
taurant in downtown Farmville, VA. 
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IAC CHAPTER 19 NEWS       
 
Judges School planned for 2007—Chapter member Michael Davis is organizing a judges training course for next March/April. 
More details will be provided in early 2007. For information, contact Michael directly.  
 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from the Officers of IAC19. In 2007 expect more aerobatic fun: judges school, spin/
upset training, an aerial photo shoot, practice sessions, hangar flying, and our 2007 Mason-Dixon Clash. Bring a friend! 

 

IAC Chapter 19 Membership Update Form 
 
Name: _______________________________  Spouse: ___________________________ 
 
Children’s Names:  _______________________________________________________  
 
Street Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:  _________________________  State:  __________________  Zip:  ____________ 
 
Home Phone:  ______________________  Work Phone:  _________________________ 
 
Cell Phone:  _______________________   Email Address 1:  ______________________ 
 
Email Address 2:  ________________________________________________________ 
 
EAA #:  ___________________________  EAA Expiration Date:  _________________   
 
IAC #:  ____________________________  Occupation: _________________________ 
 
Aircraft Owned: ______________________________________  N #:  _____________ 
 
Aircraft Based:  _______________________ 
 
Aviation Interests: ________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Competition: �  None  �  Primary  �  Sportsman  �  Intermediate  �  Advanced  �  Unlimited 
 
Special skills that can help your Chapter: ______________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Are you willing to volunteer for IAC19 activities: YES _____   NO _______ 
 
Dues:  �  Single Membership ($25/yr.)        �  Family Membership ($30/yr.) 
 
Please mail this form & a check for $25 (or $30) made payable to “IAC Chapter 19” to: 
 
Mark Cassada 
3009 Rosena Ct. 
Hillsborough, NC  27278  

Join  IAC Chapter 19 
 
Chapter 19 of the International Aerobat-
ics Club (IAC) is dedicated to the promo-
tion of aerobatic flying in the NC/VA/
SC/TN region. Membership is open to 
anyone interested in aerobatics, regard-
less of their experience. For insurance 
reasons, it is necessary to be a member of 
the EAA in order to join the IAC, which 
is a division of the EAA. For information 
on joining the EAA, see www.eaa.org. 
Consider also joining a local chapter of 
the EAA, of which there are quite a few 
in our area. 
 
New Members: Please complete the 
form to the right and submit with annual 
dues of $25 to our Chapter Treasurer, 
whose address appears at the bottom of 
the form. 
 
Existing Members: Support your 
Chapter by paying your 2007 dues 
now.. If any of the information requested 
in the form should change, please send 
this to our Treasurer. Contact informa-
tion for Chapter Officers may be found 
on pg. 7. 
 
Prospective Members: You are wel-
come to attend our next meeting to learn 
more about aerobatics and our Chapter’s 
activities. Please see the calendar on pg. 
7 and other articles in this newsletter for 
information on the time and location for 
our upcoming meetings. 

Left: Amanda Dalton 
poses for a picture in 
front of Jim Wells 
Pitts  S-2B. Right: An-
drew Godbold, flying 
Rob  Bond’s Pitts S-
2B, had just com-
pleted his first compe-
tition. “Too much 
fun!” 
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IAC Chapter 19 Officers for 2006-2007 
 
President    Larry Macon  704-633-1152  larry.macon@invista.com  
Vice-President    Jim Walker  919-349-0057 jwslim1@aol.com  
Secretary    Tom Hanks  760-815-4678 tom.hanks@crbusa.com 
Treasurer    Mark Cassada  919-644-0075 macassad@cisco.com  
Newsletter Editor    Kent Misegades  919-303-8230  kmisegades@bellsouth.net 
Contest Director    Jim Walker  919-349-0057 jwslim1@aol.com  

Copyright 2006 by IAC Chapter 19. The Dixie Acro Flyer is the official newsletter of IAC Chapter 19, which meets on the second 
Saturday of each month at 10:00 AM at airports in the North Carolina region. The Dixie Acro Flyer is sent to all active chapter 
members. Membership rate is $25 annually, paid to the Treasurer, Mark Cassada, 3009 Rosena Ct., Hillsborough, NC, 27278. News-
letter contributions are welcome and may be sent to the Editor, Kent Misegades, 204 Parkmeadow Dr., Cary, NC 27519, kmise-
gades@bellsouth.net.  

Regional Aerobatic Events    
 
March 22-25 IAC 288 Keystone Aerobatic Contest, Keystone Airpark (42J), N. Central FL, newburg@bellsouth.net 
 
Local airports with restaurants on or near the field: Blue Ridge (MTV), Martinsville, VA, Runway Cafe; Ocean Isle, NC, Dawg 
House; Ashe County (GEV), Jefferson, NC, Shatley Springs; Rutherford County Marchman Field (FQD), Rutherfordton, NC, 57 
Alpha Cafe; Hickory Airport (HKY), Hickory, NC, The Runway Café; Person County (TDF), Roxboro, NC, The Homestead; 
Stanton’s BBQ Airport, Gibson, NC, Stanton’s BBQ; Elizabethtown Curtis Brown Field (EYF), Elizabethtown, NC, Melvins;  Farm-
ville Regional Airport (FVX), Farmville, VA, Prop n’ Club Grille 

Aerobatic / Spin / Upset Training Instruction & Par achute Packing  
 
Andover Flight Academy, Andover-Aeroflex Airport, Andover, NJ, Tel. 973-786-6554, www.andoverflight.com 
Bud Davisson, SportAERO, Phoenix, AZ, Tel. 602-971-3991, email: buddairbum@cox.net 
Bill Finagin, Dent-Air Ltd. , Lee Airport, Annapolis, MD, Tel. 410-956-0047, email wbfinagin@cs.com 
Keoki Gray, Amelia Island Aerobatics, Amelia Island, FL, ameliaislandaerobatics.com, Tel. 904-277-8451 
Rob Holland, www.aerial-advantage.com, Nashua, NH (603), 598-3180 
Azhar Husain, www.vansantairport.com/main.html, Erwinna, PA (610) 847-8320 
Greg Koontz, Greg Koontz Airshows, Ashville, AL, www.gkairshows.com, 205-616-8176 

Francis FJ Hale, Master Parachute Rigger, Raleigh, NC, 919-787-4965, foxtrot7@mindspring.com 

Chapter Members: please send recommendations for other instructors to the Newsletter Editor, Kent Misegades,  
kmisegades@bellsouth.net. Only those known and recommended by Chapter members are requested. 

Above, left: Craig Wisman and Wes Jones discussing the morning’s flights; the windsock shows why the c on-
test was ended early. Above, right: Chief Judge, Ch arlie Harrison, who traveled from his home in Saras ota Flor-
ida for the contest, did an excellent job in spite of the cold winds at Farmville. 
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IAC 19 Next Meeting in Spring ‘07 
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The Dixie Acro Flyer          Newsletter of IAC Chapter 19            Salisbury, NC 

Zivko Edge 540 
 
Designer: Bill Zivko 
Manufacturer: Zivko Aeronautics 
Engine: Lycoming IO-540 
Horsepower: 327+ HP  
Fuel Capacity: 19+44 U.S. Gallons  
Weights:  
· Empty Weight: 1155 lbs  
· Gross Weight: 1550 lbs  
Airspeeds: (150 HP) 
· Stall: 58 mph 
· Max Speed: 265mph 
Rate of Climb: 3700 fpm  
Rate of Roll: 420 degrees/second Denny Thompson of Highbridge, NJ, competed in the U nlimited cate-

gory at the 2006 Mason-Dixon clash in his awesome Z ivko Edge 540. 

I found it...Section 8.3.2 Wind Correction: Com-
petitor IS  required to keep the aircraft within the 
Aerobatic Box!   Tom Hanks, who flew all the 
way from his home in San Diego to help judge 
the 2006 Mason-Dixon Clash. 

Michael Davis did so much to make the contest 
a success even after he had to force land his 
Pitts the week before the contest and was un-
able to compete.  


